
My experience doing the Fresh Lifelines for Youth 
(FLY) pro bono program meant a great deal to me 
during 1L year. It allowed me to interact with a 
population that I cared for and it served as a strong 
reminder of why I came to law school. 
-Cesar De La Vega 



I loved being part of StreetLaw! Teaching those kids 
was one of the best things about 1L year. 
-Mavis Asiedu-Frimpong 



Using my legal skills to help real people reminded me 
why I chose to come to law school and allowed me to 
see why being a lawyer gives us so many 
opportunities to do good work in the world! 
-Sherri Hansen 



My pro bono projects let me live what I came to law 
school to do. Through my work with ReMade and at 
several public defenders offices, I helped make just a 
few people feel heard, present and listened to. 
-Camden Vilkin 



My work with Project ReMADE helped give a 
hardworking, deserving person a second chance. 
-Richard Sapien 



I am so grateful to VAP for letting me be part of 
bringing legal services to EPA and getting to see the 
impact our work could make. 
-Allie Dunworth Leeper 



Secretly, one of the unfortunate  byproducts of 
learning how to think like a lawyer is the loss of the 
ability of how to talk to non-lawyers. My pro-bono 
hours allowed me to emphathize with my client, 
and how to put my legalese aside so I could 
respond appropriately to their situation. 
-Briane Chanelle Cornish 



The justice bus trips were amazing opportunities to 
get away from the books and help others in a 
meaningful way. The lunches were great too! 
-Jared Greenberg 



Pro bono work to me was never a chore. I have 
always viewed the ability to work on pro bono as an 
appealing aspect of the legal profession. Few other 
professions involve skills that are as directly 
transferable to work that helps less fortunate 
individuals.  
-Matthew Platkin 



My hours spent with StreetLaw and Project 
ReMADE have been among the most formative of 
my time at SLS.  I learned what the law actually 
means to people in the real world and was reminded 
never to take my situation for granted. 
-Lila Miller 



Pro-bono at Stanford was a great way to stay 
connected with the communities that I care about. 
Sometimes we get lost in the classes and cases and 
forget that many of us came to law school to help real 
people. 
-John Butler 



Oliver Wendell Holmes said it best in 1897: 
“Happiness, I am sure from knowing many 
successful men, cannot be won simply by being 
counsel to great corporations and having an income 
of fifty thousand dollars.” 
-Adam S. Sieff 



Participating in many of the pro bono programs here at 
SLS has given me a sense of purpose (especially in 
those dark times as a 1L). Doing pro bono work has 
enabled me to see the community outside of the 
Stanford bubble in addition to providing me with some 
of my favorite experiences these past three years. 
-Rachel McDaniel 



Do it early and do it often! Pro bono is one of the 
easiest ways to get client contact from day one of 
your law school career, and it is both an incredible 
privilege and an amazing learning experience. Pro 
bono work not only makes you a better advocate, but 
is also an excellent reminder about why doing legal 
work matters. 
-Nisha Kashyap 



Pro bono opportunities at SLS have given me a 
chance to contribute to under-served communities 
and build skills that will help me serve the public 
interest in my future career. 
-David Lazarus 



Doing pro bono work reminds you that you are 
human.  It helps divorce you from the all consuming 
realm of law school and remind you of the bigger 
picture. 
-Alexandra Miller 



I have a hard time answering these questions because 
it implies that I need to justify my pro bono work, 
why it's valuable, and why others should do it. That's 
not how I think about pro bono at all. It's the heart and 
soul of the work I did in law school and the heart and 
soul of why I came to law school.  
-Rebecca Maurer 



Getting to spend my time on pro bono projects 
allowed me to see the light at the end of the law 
school tunnel. It reminded me of why I came to law 
school in the first place and provided me with the 
extra push of inspiration I needed whenever I started 
to doubt the change I can make as a lawyer. 
-Joel Minor 



My projects allowed me to contribute to real, current 
litigation and legislation efforts, something that is 
rare for 1Ls, and law students in general. 
-Lindsey Shannon Warp 



Pro bono work was definitely one of the best ways I 
spent my time in law school.  Volunteering through 
StreetLaw and participating in the SLS Alternative 
Spring Break at the Orleans Public Defenders were 
two of the most rewarding law school experiences. 
-Maureen Howard 



Doing work helping clients with immigration has been 
very helpful since my wife is now applying to become 
a citizen. As a result of my pro bono work, I am now 
better positioned to help us make our way (hopefully 
without a hitch!) through the process -- which is just 
one of many examples of how it's not just a "feel good" 
platitude to say that helping others really ultimately 
helps yourself! 
-Joseph Casey 



Pro bono work is a great way to do two things: get a 
feel for what you will do as a lawyer and appreciate 
the impact your work has on real people.  The law 
impacts a lot of people you don't read about in 
casebooks. 
-Alex Bowerman 



When I first volunteered with the Housing Pro Bono 
Project in my 1L year, it was like a light switch 
flipped on in my brain. Suddenly, law became 
something real--a tool I could use to impact the 
world. 
-Corinne Keel 



I am grateful that Stanford Law School has 
emphasized pro bono so much.  It was an integral 
part of my education here as an attorney and allowed 
me to contribute in the ongoing, often thankless, 
project of increasing access to justice. 
-Duncan Taylor 



I have found teaching Street Law incredibly 
humbling. Because of my Street Law students, I 
have a context for and perspective on the legal 
system that I hope to take into my career. 
-Sabrina Forte 



My pro bono work has been the most challenging and 
meaningful of my law school experience.  It has been 
a privilege to work on behalf of my Three Strikes 
Project clients.  I will graduate with not only 
incredibly substantive pro bono experience, but also a 
greater sense of who I am and the type of lawyer I 
want to be. 
-Anuja D. Thatte 



Most of the clients I've represented are 
guilty.  They're guilty of being born in a bad 
neighborhood, or they're guilty of turning to drugs 
after losing a job, or they're guilty of looking at a cop 
with just a little too much attitude.  I do pro bono 
because no one should have to go to prison for one of 
those offenses. 
-Mark Middaugh 



It's a great opportunity to get outside the law school 
bubble, interact with the wider community, and work 
with your classmates in a different context.  
-Maureen Howard 



Pro bono work is an opportunity to provide a real 
service for someone who truly needs it and, without 
you, might not be able to access it. What better way 
to inaugurate your entrance into the legal community 
than to do pro bono work in law school? 
-Sabrina Forte 



My projects helped me travel outside the academic 
"bubble" and witness how the law impacts people in 
the community. 
-Lindsey Shannon Warp 



Being able to advocate for other people is both the 
most humbling and most empowering experience that 
I have ever had. To be able to do this in law school 
has shown me the direction that I want to take in life. 
-Katherine Claire Hubbard 



From working with tenants in East Palo Alto to the 
Public Defenders Office in New Orleans; from 
consumer law in my hometown of Cleveland to helping 
seniors with legal questions in San Jose. This is the 
work that has made the past three years worthwhile. It 
means that--in some small way--I've begun the process 
of contributing to the world as a lawyer. 
--Rebecca Maurer 



Working with pro bono clients has been a defining part 
of my law school experience.  It's inspiring to see how 
far a little bit of legal knowledge can sometimes go in 
making a difference, but at the same time a humbling 
reminder of how much I have to learn. 
--Neha Gupta 



Law school can be a numbing experience, particularly if 
you didn't come here to make oodles of money.  For 
me, pro bono service is like the feeling you get when 
your foot has fallen asleep and it suddenly wakes up--a 
rush of sensation, relief, and awareness. 
--Leah Judge 
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